[Combined video-thoracoscopic, surgical and endovascular treatment in a case of ascites and recurrent bilateral pleural effusion].
Among recurrent pleural effusions a role of remarkable importance is held by those combined with ascitis due to the difficulty of their treatment, even using widely tested techniques. The incidence of such pathology varies from 4% to 6% of patients suffering from cirrhotic pathology, reaching 10% in cases with advanced illnesses. Pleural effusions involve the right emithorax more frequently than the left one, but it can show up bilaterally too. Its etiopathogenesis is tied up to the direct passage of ascitic liquid into the chest and, during the past years, numerous theories have been described to explain this migration. The Authors report the case of a patient with interesting considerations for the diagnostic difficulties and the peculiarity of the treatment performed.